
WELCOME TO AHA! NIGHT
Kids Rule (Adults Too!) | July 9, 2026
Each AHA! Night is a celebration of art, history, architecture–and community! Use 
the activity listings below and the map on the back to explore all the creativity that 
New Bedford has to offer on this magical AHA! Night.  
GO EXPLORE, CREATE, & HAVE FUN. 

17. FIBER OPTIC CENTER LOADING DOCK
23 Centre Street, 5:40-8:15 pm
Centre Street Jazz returns under the Jazz Mural with 
Arthur Lipner & The Tim Ray Trio. Sets at 5:40, 6:30, 
and 7:30 pm.

18. VERDEAN VETERANS MEMORIAL HALL
561 Purchase St., 6-8 pm
AHA! Moment: Paint night with Mariangeliz Estrella 
and the Battle Ready Crew. Pre-registration required.

19. OPPSHOP WORKSHOP (BUSHWOOD TAILORS)
106 William St., 6-8 pm
Join Falling Off Trees x Occulta Ossa for their artisanal, 
sustainably crafted handbag pop-up, made locally with 
natural plant-dyed textiles.

20. CORK WINE AND TAPAS 
90 Front St., 6-9 pm
Enjoy a live musical performance with Dave Alves!

21. NEW BEDFORD HARBOR HOTEL 
222 Union St., 6-8 pm
Enjoy some speakeasy jazz from the Buttonwood 
Brass Band, on every AHA! Night.

22. WORKERS ART CTR., 560 Pleasant St., 6:30 pm
Improv show by Badger Management: fast-paced, 
unscripted comedy for all ages.

23. COAST GUARD PARK, 61 Merrill's Wharf, 6:30 pm
Join New Bedford Creative for a walking tour of the 
2026 Seaport Art Walk. Hear from this year’s featured 
artists discussing work inspired by this year's theme, 
"Good Trouble."

24. BENTO'S, 555 Pleasant St.
7-8:30 pm It's a kid-friendly dance party. Show us 
your best moves! Wind down with a kid-friendly 
meditation before bedtime. 
8:30-11 pm Karaoke, food, and tunes with DJ Big Chan!

25. THE POUR FARM TAVERN
780 Purchase St., 8-11:30 pm
Grab a bite or a pint and listen to Electric Blues & Rock 
with the Neal McCarthy Trio.

26. CELIA'S BOUTIQUE, 111 William St., 6:30-7:30 pm
AHA! Moment: Celebrate Cape Verdean Heritage 
Month with New Bedford’s own Candida Rose 
Baptista for an inspiring evening of song, stories, and 
community.

27. SUBROSA AT ROSE ALLEY 
94 Front St., 8 pm-2 am
Discover SubRosa, New Bedford’s first record bar. 
This week, Max Kaplan and Interfluve take over the 
decks. Come for a drink, stay for the music.

Thank you to our ongoing supporters

6. NEW BEDFORD WHALING NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
PARK VISITORS CENTER, 33 William St.
4-7 pm Learn how to camp with Trustees’ Mobile 
Adventures! Learn how to set up a campsite, tie 
knots and keep yourself safe in the outdoors.
5-7:30 pm SketchyGOichie DRAW! presents a digital 
art workshop for kids. Learn how to use professional 
digital illustration tools on iPads (provided).

7. WING'S COURT
Union St., 4:30-6:30 pm
New Bedford Research and Robotics will be popping 
up in Wing's Court with one of their robots. Come 
meet the robot and see what it can do. 

8. PLAY ARCADE, 34 Union St.
5-7 pm Kids Watercolors and Ink Paint Night with 
Elyse Laurelle. Pre-registration required.
8 pm-midnight Belt out some tunes with karaoke, 
food, fun and games! 21+ 

9. STAR STORE, 715 Purchase St., 5-8 pm
See Ilha Di Li: Picturing the 11th Island, a Cabo Verdean 
Heritage Month Coalition exhibition in the windows; 
step inside to view Justine Giordano’s solo exhibit 
of abstract, ocean loving paintings and upcycled 
surfboards; stay for art talks with Giordano at 5:30 
pm and Carl Lopes (whose work is featured in Ilha Di 
Li) at 6:00 pm. Create your own New Bedford-themed 
postcards and join the community mural painting 
with the Fall River / New Bedford Artist Collaborative.

10. PILGRIM UNITED CHURCH HOME
634 Purchase St., 5-7 pm
Join for root beer floats and face painting. Plus, visit 
the Booker T. Washington Mural on the side of the 
building!

11. NEW BEDFORD ART MUSEUM
608 Pleasant St.
5-8 pm Free admission including art, pizza and 
creativity designed for middle school students!  
Explore two new exhibitions:  Synergies: Hybrid Art 
and Vanishing Ecologies: Speculative Futures.
8 pm Join Dr. Mocha J. Herrup for an evening of film 
and discussion with a free screening of the Academy 
Award-winning film FLOW.

12. SERLINGPA MEDITATION CENTER
514 Pleasant St. , 5–7 pm
Grab some sidewalk chalk and decorate a beautiful 
city sidewalk. Popsicles also available.

13. ROTCH-JONES-DUFF HOUSE & GARDEN 
MUSEUM, 396 County St., 5-7 pm
Shakespeare’s Words in partnership with Reverie 
Theatre Group. Ages 10+ are invited to learn about 
Hamlet from 5 pm, with teens and adults exploring the 
text at a deeper level from 6-7 pm.

14. NEW BEDFORD FISHING HERITAGE CENTER 
38 Bethel St., 5-7 pm 
Enjoy scallop shell decorating, survival suit races, 
face painting, and more!

15. 3RD EYE YOUTH EMPOWERMENT
230 Union St., 5-8 pm 
Stop by 3rdEyE for their monthly AHA! Open House 
where you can draw on the free wall, and take part in 
open mics & spontaneous dance parties, and other 
hands-on activities.

16. SANGHA YOGA NB
693 Purchase St., 5:30–6:45 pm
Take a free Kundalini yoga class (for adults).  
No experience needed.  

2. NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
613 Pleasant St., 3-5 pm 
Celebrate the love of community baseball 
by meeting local high school athletes, discover 
Southeast Sportsplex's batting cage, meet author 
Jeffrey Young (author of "Bridges Through Baseball: 
Baseball Stories That Connect Us All"), make patriotic 
slime, get a temporary tattoo, and enter a giveaway 
for WooSox and Lowell Spinners tickets.

3. NEW BEDFORD YMCA, 94 Union St., 4-6 pm
Make eco-friendly art with DATMA on the lawn of 
the New Bedford YMCA!  Explore the importance of 
recycling and waste reduction, all while transforming 
discarded plastics and other materials into eco-
friendly masterpieces. All ages. 

4. NEW BEDFORD WHALING MUSEUM
18 Johnny Cake Hill
4-5 pm Enjoy free admission and full gallery access. 
Pick up a scavenger hunt card at the front desk and 
search for hidden whales,  climb aboard the Lagoda, 
and explore maritime galleries.
5-7 pm Limited gallery access continues, including 
"Look pleasant, please."  Early Portrait Photography 
in New Bedford.
5:45 pm & 6:30 pm The Toe Jam Variety Show: two 
performances by The Toe Jam Puppet Band!

5. SHIMMER, 187 Union St., 4-6 pm
AHA! Moment: Beads as Cultural Currency. Drop in 
to this hands-on beading workshop exploring beads 
as objects of trade, identity, and connection.

JULY AHA! NIGHT
IS SPONSORED BY

CUSTOM HOUSE SQ.
AND NEARBY! 4-8 pm

In and around Custom House Square you can 
dance in the streets with the Big Nazo Puppets 
(5:45 pm), see the acrobatics of Aerialicious 
Entertainment (6 pm), interact with the Smile 
Factory Clowns, get your face painted, and meet 
community partners popping up in the square. 

Become a historic building detective with 
WHALE’s Historic Building Scavenger Hunt, 
touch a firetruck with the New Bedford Fire 
Department, celebrate 5 years of the New 
Bedford Light with a craft for kids, free Sorbae 
Frozen Treats for the first 250 people, and a 21+ 
wine tasting poured by Coastal Bubbles (first 50 
pours).

At 6 pm, Stone Gon performs hits from the 70s 
to today, live in the square courtesy of  Whaling 
History Alliance.  Dance duo the Barbie Girls 
give an energetic hip hop performance before 
the concert begins (5:30 pm).

Try out rowing on land with New Bedford 
Rowing Center, get a tasty snack from Tamani’s 
Lemonade Stand, play with bubbles courtesy 
of Little People’s College, enjoy cornhole with 
Clear The Lens, celebrate America 250 at the 
Military Museum and Veterans Memorial pop-
up (stop by for small American flags and rubber 
ducks in uniform), and more!

This AHA! Night is sponsored by United Way of 
Greater New Bedford who will also be popping 
up in Custom House Square with free crafts and 
hands-on activities for kids of all ages!

AHA! NIGHT TOURS
Not sure where to start your AHA! Night? Take 
a tour with an AHA! docent who will guide you 
through the evening’s highlights and hidden 
gems. The tours begin at 5:30 and 6:30 pm 
by the AHA! welcome table at Custom House 
Square. “Hop off” at any time to further enjoy 
various AHA! Night experiences. No registration 
required. This month’s docents are from the 
team at NB Food Tours.

1.

DENOTES AHA! AFTER DARK (activities that begin or continue past 8 pm)

AHA! Moments is supported in part by the Art is Everywhere grant funded 
by the City of New Bedford, through its Arts, Culture & Tourism Fund, and 

facilitated by New Bedford Creative at the NBEDC.



AHA! NIGHT DOWNTOWN MAP
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Restaurants, bars, and bites
222 Union Restaurant & Bar (Harbor Hotel) • 222 Union St. • Happy hour food, great cocktails, vegetarian dishes.
The Baker • 562 Pleasant St. • Artisan baked goods, breads, sandwiches, and coffee highlight this small-batch bakery. 
(Until 2 pm on Thursdays)
Bento’s Bar & Grill • 555 Pleasant St. • Apps, entrees and dessert. Full bar.
BesTeas Bubble Tea Room • 498 Pleasant St. • Casual teahouse offering a variety of bubble tea drinks, macarons, 
cookies, and now ice cream! (Until 7 pm on AHA! Nights)
The Black Whale • 104 Co Op Wharf (State Pier) • Contemporary bar & eatery serving innovative seafood dishes 
& raw shellfish amid harbor views.
Bomb Dog New Bedford • 79 N. Water St. • Takeout hot dogs, chips, drinks, snacks and ice cream. (Until 6 pm)
Brick Pizzeria Napoletana • 163 Union St. • Wood-burning brick oven pizza, sandwiches, and salads. Beer and soda. 
Café Arpeggio • 800 Purchase St. • Cozy cafe offering smoothies, plus micro-roasted coffee, pastries, and breakfast 
and lunch sandwiches. (Until 4 pm).
Candela Cucina • 72 N. Water St. •  Upscale Italian in the historic Candleworks Building
Coastal Bubbles + Wine Bar • 1 Johnny Cake Hill, Unit 4 • Champagne + wine bar with a curated selection of wines, 
sparkling beverages, and beer, with educational wine classes on select dates. 
Cork Wine & Tapas • 90 Front St. • Tapas, full entrees, dessert, fresh seafood, expansive wine and cocktail menu. 
Cultivator Shoals • 35 Union St. • Fresh apps, entrees and dessert. Craft cocktails.
Delicias de Anita • 285 Union St. • Cozy eatery with Salvadoran, Guatemalan, & Mexican meals, including pupusas.
Destination Soups • 149 Union St. •  Hot & cold soup, salads & sandwiches, with many vegetarian options.  
(Until 7 pm on Thursdays)
Green Bean • 740 Purchase St. • Bright, colorful cafe offering coffee drinks, pastries & wraps, including vegan options. 
(Until 4 pm on Thursdays) 
Ground Floor Coffee  • 61 Merrills Wharf • Coffee, pastries. (Until 5 pm)
Izzy’s • 72 Spring St. • Cozy, family-friendly eatery offering Cape Verdean fare such as cachupa & refogado. 
(Until 7 pm)
Last Round Bar & Grille • 908 Purchase St. • Casual hangout with food specials and events such as dancing, karaoke, 
and trivia nights, plus sports on TV.
Merrill’s on the Waterfront • 36 Homer’s Wharf • Harborside restaurant dishing up local seafood in an upscale setting 
with waterfront views.
Ming’s Sushi • 774 Purchase St. • Low-key restaurant featuring a wide-ranging Japanese menu plus all-you-can-eat 
lunch & dinner.
Miguel’s Restaurant • 253 Union St. • Portuguese restaurant serving small plates for breakfast and lunch in a comfy 
environment. (Until 2 pm on Thursdays)
Minerva Pizza • 280 Union St. • Pizza, subs and more.
Moby Dick Brewing Co. • 16 S. Water St. • Creative pub eats & house-brewed beers in a rustic, relaxed setting.
The National Club • 24 Union St. • Contemporary and elevated Mexican cuisine.
New Beige • 39 Union St. • Local kitchen with a full lunch and dinner menu, along with craft cocktails, beer, & wine.
No Problemo • 813 Purchase St. • Colorful hipster-chic taqueria also serving beer, sangria & wine. Cash only.
PLAY Arcade • 34 Union St. • Arcade & rooftop bar offering scratch-made comfort fare & a selection of craft beers.
Port Royal • 26 S. Water St. • Casual bar offering craft beer, cocktails, and cigars in a cozy, charming setting.
Pour Farm Tavern • 780 Purchase St. • Craft beer, eclectic sandwiches & a rotating display of art on the walls.
Quahog Republic Whaler’s Tavern • 24 N. Water St. • Charming tavern in historic digs offering a seafood-heavy menu, 
draft beers & creative cocktails.
Rose Alley Ale House • 94 Front St. • Polished tavern & bistro featuring high-end bar bites, flat screens in the bar  
& live music nights.
Sixes & Sevens • 7 S. 6th St. • Informal bar with a variety of craft beer, burgers, hot dogs, & other classic pub grub.
Spicy Lime • 522 Pleasant St. • Classic Thai dishes in a simple setting for dine-in or take away. (Until 8:30 pm)
Tia Maria’s European Café • 42 N. Water St. • Family-owned breakfast & lunch spot with dinner some nights plus beer, 
wine & espresso drinks. (Until 2 pm on Thursdays)
The Vault Pub • 791 Purchase St. • Lively spot offering creative American grub, house-made brews.

Shopping & more
Ambiance Settings Home Boutique 65 William St.  
Unique home decor and furniture
The Art Box 246 Union St. 
Custom frame & preservation shop with original art 
Aviary Books 22 William St. 
Quality used books in most genres
Beauty Union 338 Acushnet Ave • Hair Salon
The Bedford Merchant 28 William St. 
Home decor, farm chic and antique replicas
be jeweled 26 Centre St. • Eclectic mix of modern jewelry
Boulder Union Rock Climbing 174 Union St.  
Climbing and fitness center
Bushwood Tailor Opp Shop 763 Purchase St. 
Slow fashion tailor shop
Calico 173 Union St. • Stylish womenswear boutique
Carters Clothing  55 William St. 
High end footwear and work gear
Celia’s Boutique 111 William St. 
Upscale women’s fashions
Cojo Toy World 104 William St. • Vintage toy store
Hewn 760 Purchase St. 
New and secondhand clothing and accessories
House of Gamboa 121 Union St. 
Home & party decor, handmade gifts & unique pieces
Indigo Spa 26 S. Water St. • Massages and facials
JNSQ Home 58 Spring St. 
Curated consigment & interior design
Local Blooms 200 Union St. • Plant and flower shop
Luisa édit Boutique 121 Union St.
Curated fashion, gifts, and more, featuring Wendy Bauer 
Apparel, handmade sustainable fashion
MadLila 741 Purchase St. 
Eclectic vintage and preloved clothing
Moby Dick Nauticals 27 William St. 
Nautical jewelry, souvenirs, and gifts
NB Barber Shop 98 William St. • Appt. only barber shop
New Bedford Fiber Arts 753 & 761 Purchase St. 
Yarns, notions and classes
New Bedford Tattoo Company 82 Front St. • Tattoo shop
Painting at Splash 772 Purchase St. • Painting studio
Salt & Sol 30 N. Water St. • Unique, locally sourced gifts
Salt77 N. Water 77 North Water St.  
Skincare, makeup & nail services
SANGHA New Bedford 693 Purchase St. • Yoga studio
Serlingpa Meditation Center 514 Pleasant St.  
Meditation center with classes
Shimmer 187 Union St.
Skincare, makeup, and clean beauty shop 
Solstice Skateboarding 801 Purchase St. 
Quality skate shop and apparel
Stepping Razor 747 Purchase St. 
Traditional American barbershop
U7 Shoe Store 102 William St.  
Gently used, designer sneakers and streetwear
Yum Yum Tiger 767 Purchase St. • Asian mini market

STARRED LOCATIONS HAVE PUBLIC RESTROOMS (Public Library, National Park Visitors’ Center, ) 

Numbered spots indicate program locations. 

...and close by

Rotch-Jones-Duff House & Garden 
Museum, 396 County St.

10 min walk or 3 min drive

13

Verdean Veterans Memorial Hall

1 block away
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